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THE PAPER OF: 


CONNEXIONS WORKERS SACKING 
` IS A BLOODY SCANDLE. 


In October 2010 as part of its spending review the Council 
Cabinet took the ridiculous decision to make 17 workers at the 


Connexions Service in Huddersfield redundant. 
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| have been waiting for this moment for 


hen you get your mits on yet another 
You have been clamouring, 


Typical, the country is in crisi 
there is chaos and dissent x 
everywhere so what do th 
authorities do? Organise 4 
bloody royal wedding to take 
our minds of it. Well at least 
one could be forgiven for 


thinking it h 3 
timed aA as been deliberately 


Despite saying that they were not going to cut front line 
services the Council were sacking the very workers who are at 
the forefront of working with young people from troubled 
backgrounds and dealing with the complex issues of addiction, 
teenage pregnancies and crime. 
At the Councils Young Peoples Scrutiny Panel on 15™ November 
the plot thickened. 


QI 


The tah 


vUrvyuorur<s],-—— om 


ARE YOU REA 


Independent Councillor Terry Lyons exposed the catalogue of 
bullying and racism that the staff had suffered at the hands of 
management for some time and it appeared nothing had been 
done about it. Leader of the Council Mehboob Khan told a full 
time UNISON official that he knew nothing about this even 
though UNISON has e-mails to Khan complaining of the issue. 


But it’s OK beca i cogniti 
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Phe on their belts the 
family Windsor are paying for th 
jamboree themselves. We, the a 

are only shelling out the £20 Million, 


that’s right, £20 million for 


securi 
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Why was nothing done? 
Why did Khan and other Cabinet members who made the a m = run decent services dition of Rearguard Action Ss 
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decision to sack workers not attend the Scrutiny meeting to 
justify their actions and why were no other options in cutting 
the budget put to Cabinet other than job losses? 
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One could be forgiven for thinking that management and the 
Council wanted to use the cuts as a way of getting rid of staff 
to stop them exposing bullying and racism that happens in other 


Council departments. 
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pretty quickly. 

i d all its pious 
If you hate the establishment ane © ; 
hypocritical shit then read on, but if you are easily ; 
shocked then we advise that you put this ea aa 
a publication in a rubbish bin and run before it explodes; 


or even better donate it to a passing tramp- 


Every year the 
year the government pays 
beep apar £600, 000 rent for the 
artmoor Prison is 
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age for the land they use to practise 
solders on. So why are the Royals 
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This is a call to arms and a 


call to joy. 


These bloody anarchists get everywhere. ) . 
. = RED 


holiday to turn into festival of 
They | 


E resistance against the rich 


Pe 


EDITORIAL 
Rearguard has returned in experimental A4 
format at the cost of 60p. Unlike previous 
issues done under the counter by covert 
operatives in government departments we 
have been forced to print this edition 
commercially hence the price hike. Your 
money is well received and if we make on it as 
ever the profit will be used to fund subversive 
causes. A4/A5 wot size, wot do you think. 
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Dedicated to the memory of | 
Owen Vincent Ford | 
1951-2010 i 


Tt was with shock and sadness that | | 
Supporters of Rearguard learned of the || | 
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i i d although I think there 
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politics or art. | 
will be survivors. 


Despite his problems he lived life to the full and 


i his original dress sense reflected his flamboyant 

gullibl ill educated townies who carry their shoddy goods intellect; his sharp wit and Sense of mischief will 
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Despite the naiveity o 
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Message ; 
Me or the Libera 
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Each day practice random acts of 
kindness and commit desperate 
acts of beauty. 


i ting — 
Hurrah I’ve been want 
a good Rearguard Action for ages. 
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Otto Rant interviews Rita about the genesis 


EA of Rearguard Action and taking it up thez 


| FREE SPEECH on the left. 


= Sometime ago a debate ensured via e-mail 


j Mark Murphy 


p S 


EEEN. 


{pz Eor 2g i i ible grief unfolding `} 
t A Es So ae tl j. aps : ee one erat ` E < » in the Radical Action Network, we thought 
+8 P OETRY cannot wholly escape, \ ao S arse z the comments here from Alan O’t Dale were 7 
5 beyond the apple orchard down the lane i moa ees Action has been going since 1996. deserving of comment as an indication of 
T - i where a boy falls and breaks his arm stealing apples : ip intluenced its creation? arya. non authoritarian practice. 
It was a strange time and Rearguard was the expression 


of a mix of degenerating left wing politics, the Job centre, | 9 Dear All, 
Wilhelm Reich, White Cider and theFat Yids flat which | 


was a bohemian centre of degeneracy at that time. 


beyond the ‘grand final live i 
and the greedy advertising on billboards, i 
beyond the latest headlines and the 'war on terror , 
there is a list of dead insurgents, 


a list of dead GI's, : À 
and always, somewhere, there are those that will cry out: | 


'God, save us.’ And then, ’God, revenge us.’ 
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the term 'agreed rules' sent a shiver down 

2 A = my spine. 

Is the title about taking it up the arse. T UA n n = 1. We want less rules more rule by common | 
: See 5 j a sense. 

2. free speech and dissemination of ideas is 

a fundamental principle - there is always the ff 

delete button on emails. 

3. emails give people like myself who can't 

get to meetings a chance to follow what is 

going on and contribute if necessary. Such 

as in this instance. 


No not at all. Rearguard was conceived when a load of 
us disgruntled ex trots were marching at the back of a 
demo and Papa Sqwark said “here we go again the 
- Rearguard of the working class”. That’s it. We were the 
Rearguard. All the Little trot groups who sold papers 
proclaiming themselves to be the Vanguard of the 
working class were talking shite. How could they be the 
\ vanguard when the vanguard is an attacking force and 
i we had been in retreat and getting battered by the Tories | 
since the miner’s strike of 1985. ; 


a 
for Suheir Hammad i 


I see the free expression of ideas as the basis 
of our new political concept. It is the only 
way we will escape the deadening hand of 
“dogma. There must be no party line, only 
agreement on basic unifying principles 
around which every individual has not only 
the right, but the duty, to express her or his 
own views of how those principles should 
be achieved. 
» If some are already thinking that the 
‘personal' and the ‘individual’ should be 
subordinated to some group concept them 
we are on the slippery slope back to the sink 
of the old left. 

The more an organisation needs rules and 


So you were defeated? fe 
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Yes that’s why we were all depressed and got pissed lots 


but we were honest about it and carried on fighting th 
bastards. ap 


A ° on How? / 


We pulled stunts and took the piss. We vomited in the Job | 
Centre, we put their windows through and nicked their | 
wine, we wrote poetry and didn’t give a fuck. We made 
politicians and middle class academic wankers bloody 
uncomfortable. We didn’t have to win, the fact we were 
resisting was winning, it was life affirming and was ace. 


Mark Murphy has never been a poet to 
shy away from social commentary even 
if it did get him into trouble with the 
Albert Poets. Here are pieces from his 
latest web site Poets Against War. 


j bandman. 
Mi, anah in me that bearet 
ot fruit he taketh away: and ever 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth i 
that it may bring forth more fruit. 
3 2 Now ye are clean through the wor 
which I have spoken unto you. 
4 Abide in me, and I in you. A 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, 
i except, it abide gone Piha $ no more: 
- x t ye abide 7 

EEr y ihe vine, ye .are the branches: 
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These poems are cries not just against 
war but also against contrived poetical 
forms that are imposed on poets 
through tradition and the conformity of 
the age in which we live. 
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Mark indeed was one of the original He that abideth in me, and I in him, ; = hn regulations to hold it together the less it is 
Albert Poets and ran with the Militant SH the same bringeth forth much @ fruit: So in a way politically speaking you had been taking it Í eis kolding torott s 
Posse in the 1980s ara one for 2 without me ye can do nothing. ». MP the arse for years. | Lt aaa RES 
erate 6 If a man abide not in me, “he is | No discipline but self-discipline. 
r: | cast forth as a branch, and is withered; + Unity but not uniformity. 


Feel free to reply that this is a load of 


‘haw dan Supposed so. But it was only later we realised the sexuak | 
j bollox, 


eee connotations of the name REARguard. vi 
i) Was that a problem?’ i 


and men gather them, and cast ther 
into the fire; and they are burned. i 
,7 If ye abide in me, and my word. 
abide in you, J ye shalt ask what ye will, 
and it Shall be done unto you. 

8 9 Eercin is my Father glorified, that). 
ye bear much fruit; *so shall ye be my} 
disciples. i 
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q The Struggle 


Sister of mine! Dream with me under the stars 
where the immense ceiling of night 5 


pig k in also honest enough to talk about sex. AS 
ack Panthers noted “we all got here b 
_ fashioned fucking”, got here by good old 


covers the land and all our fears. e p 3 en, a ae k 
hildren of the struggle, | if Hawes pno ee yr tinue ye in my} se prseil speaking, do you like taking it up the | -$ 

We are the children of the A . 3 ema 7 € 

we are the boautiti sa aan. aoe ma io. è If ye keep my commandments, $ PE a loving friendship but I much prefer watching * 

we will not be silenced by violence. | | 


e shall abide in my love; even as 
Lave kept my Father's commandments, 
and abide in his love. 

11 These things have E spoken unto j/ 
you, that my joy might remain in you, - 
and * that your joy might be full. 


All this time, we stare loss in the face 
< and our hearts are strengthened once more | 
by the courage of the landless dead. 
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at Light from the pj ; 
; 2z is is my commandment, That. t -ne Pit by Alan O’Dale is t 
You enemies of the people - you know w Koad podia another,’ as I have loved Publication from Rearguard ea 2 he latest 
ho you are - in whose name do you fight? you. 4 ; its a reet good read costing a pound 
eat" forgive you at the end of days. 13 Greater love hath no man than 1 | a Pegg : 
We will not forgive y this, that a man lay down his life for 5 It is set down the pit during th 
i ity.|\ his friends. f $ disputes and. p e e 1972/1974 mine: 
wav Sire er a Oy tie | ia e Ye are my frionas, if ye do what- ok S s ee: between a traditionat 
u have m y O i comman es ; = 2 narci 
k you too will lie buried in the ground. “Ss Henceforth I aay you not servants 5 jQ ee ‘St regarding the ethics of 
for the servant knoweth Doe ws a : : 
A i 5 * > à calle ‘ou friends; it iş: Sütohi , 
And in time even this land men es De kon a dosta bag Feige ace an et a of aS a aSo Aistobiographiċal in that it charts the 
And the young will frown with a or? A Father I have made known unto you. ‘ace SJourney from being a traditional le 
And they will ask, 'what was it all for 9 16 X Ye have not chosen me, but x through to becoming a libertari Teeny 
kira aie have chosen you, and ¢ ordained you, a rian socialist., 
3 3] {| that ye should go and bring forth fruit, This book will be of great int 
I| amd kat your fruit should remain: that interested in philo interest to anyone 
7 whatsoever ye shail ask of the F ather technology, sophy or put haulage 
\ in my mame, he may give it you. : Meee 
17 * These things i command you, It combi i 
il that ye love one another. ws nes the grim beauty of a Zola with th 
z passion of Eric From and isa must of a read f 
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We are ruled by a set o 


wankers „managers and 
politicians who get to the top by arse licking. 


abe 4791 | VAEN A 
atts ae E NO | Spending Cuts. È Kirklees UNISON | 


| 
They say they are consulting with us when | E i ) : : ; 
they lie, they talk about democracy yetrun $ be * a ri ; \ Fig hti ng to Save Jobs and | 
rough shod over the wishes of ordinary f ; : i , On black Wednesday, 20" of October, 250 \ arene | 
people........... they try to baffle us with 3 ı trade unionists, students and socialists \ Services | 
bullshit and management speak. ‘gathered at market Cross to protest against | 
They have taken us into war and sold off j the Coalitions spending cuts that were being Kirklees Council has already announced cuts of £400m and its | 


announced in parliament. This was a good 
sized demo even though the much hoped for 
walk out by council staff at the Civic 
Centre's failed to materialise. 


intention to shed 2,000 jobs. This was based on an assumption 
of 20% cuts, but now the government has announced cuts of 35- 
40%. These will be the worst cuts in living memory and will 
impact on everyone! Here a few examples of what these cuts will 
mean for you. ae 


health and public services to vultures. 


They make the shit routine of 9 to 5 


WOFK worse with their overcrowded over 
priced trains congested roads and the stupid 
peity rules of management tosses. 


CORRUPTION IN KIRKLEES HOUSING | 
AND KIRKLEES —— The spending cuts mean a 25% cut across the board 
in Council finances on top of what was demanded 
4 by the previous Labour government, locally this 
means the loss of 1000 jobs at Kirklees Council, 
continued wage restraints (which linked to price 
es increases means a wage cut) the loss of Connexions 
Service for young people and the cutting of 
transport grants leading to a 30% plus hike in bus 
the and train fares. 


° Fewer gritting wagons and less salt to keep roads safe in 
the winter. Much fewer potholes repaired and broken 
street lights left unrepaired. 

e Home Care and Day Care reduced. Already private 
companies doing the council's work have failed to provide 
staff over two weekends, leaving people in dire 
circumstances. 

e Fewer refuse collectors, or farming them out to private 
companies that have already failed in other areas. 

° More school closures, on top of the 7 already earmarked, 
or once again put out to the private sector like the 
academies or so-called ‘independent’ schools. 

e More library closures hot on the heels of the cash office 
closures. 

_ This is not scare-mongering, this is what councils are being 

advised to consider. To push through these measures, the 
council is pressing its staff into leaving or to take pay cuts. They 
are proposing to impose job cuts, slash people’s hours, as well as 
A reduce redundancy pay. This is a council gearing up for an all- 
80H fee! out assault on its workforce and public services in general. 


ft is not just in the private sector or the 
Council where we see over paid fat cats 
protecting their position at the expense of 
their staff. It appears that despite cutting 
thirty teaching jobs at Kirklees College the 
principle Chris Sadler has not only had anew aiii 
Executive Suit built to serve the differing 
layers of management he has appointed but 
he has had the affrontery to award himself a 
two percent salary increase. Once again 
Wage restraint and job cuts for us Whilst the 


House prices and rents are sky high and 
the City bosses rake in bonuses of 
millions whilst we get peanuts. 


‘We live ina world run from the 
Whitehouse and the unelected World 
Trade Organisation, a society that offers 


us 24 hour TV casinos, gadgets 
and designer labels to keep us asleep. 
"Work your bollocks off to HAVE the 
latest designer trinkets” Yet you can 
never be up to date, cos today’s ‘must 
haves’ are tomorrows ‘have been’s’ a 
consumerist merry go round always 
leaving.us wanting more. 


Whilst the Labour Leadership of Kirklees 
bleats about how awful this is they are 
accomplices’ in this crime. If the Labour 
Party wanted to do something to resists the f 
cuts then each Labour controlled local 
cóunçil would refuse to implement the cuts, 
the TUC would call a 48 hour general strike 
and bus people to besiege parliament until 
this matter is settled. But the truth of the 
matter is that Labour politicians have their 
„noses in the trough the same as the 
Lib/Cons and are not to be trusted. 


management are frivolous with public 
my Money. 


Also it appears that Kirklees Neighbourhood 
Housing the arms length company that 
manages the Councils housing stock are also 
in the process of taking on seven new heads — 
af service at great expense recruited from 

Ñ already within the organisation, which 
^ sounds like jobs for the boys to me. 


The public services we have today have been built up by the 
struggles of previous generations. The welfare state was put in ; 
twenty years of consumerism and,rise up like the place to overcome the poverty endured in the ‘hungry’ 30’s. We | nog see iA 
people of France who know how to defend their té arein danger of returning to those days again. Yet this council is r K 
livelihoods by direct action. `. i \ still cash rich: | ; 


If these cuts are to be fought then the British 


They terrify us by our own bodies; 
Y fy y odies; over people need to awake from their slumbers of 


weight, facial hair too black, too pale not 
sexy enough. We can never be like the 
computerised celebrities in the mags cos 
they don't exist. 


Meanwhile again front line staff are Boag E 
a@xpacted to do mare for less as KNH both s9 993 i 


Kirklees UNISON have agreed to continue their > It pays 8 of its chief officers more than £1million 


. . y s 
They scare us with bomb plots, girls in fritter away money on a bloated beurocracy ballot for strike action and are determined not to jtag uol ‘> It underspent in the last 2 years by £20million 
veils and refugees to stop us speaking and also ignore Council procedures on suspend it until all their demands are agreed to by a4 ; i j s 

management in cast iron. - We are in this mess because the government bankrupt the 


tecřtuitment to which they are supposed to 
adhere. It’s about time we had some 
accountability from both these arbitrary 
arganisations that are intent on feathering 
. the pockets of the elite rather than 
developing the services they are supposed 
to provide. 2 


out. Moslem, Christian; scared of each i 


other, scared to think and talk and act. $ 
The powers that be are scared of us 
talking to each other. 


sam ines ts Cll oben decile timcanee country bailing out the banks, and they want us to pay. 


the detriment of the people of the borough then 
we need to turn up in our hundreds to those 
meetings to force them to climb down. ý 
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» We need to use wildcat action by closing the entire i 7 meat m nae i 
„=i council down for | and 2 hour protests which would ] pjeyssappny u0qye 
eae : i ; | UNISON STRIKE ACTION 
mean people leaving their work place in mass all at the stili balloting their for 5 
© same time in legal action and we need a mass i As we go to press UNISON are oting members for 
: campaign of all communities to cast aside the anti- “| day strike action in January. We urge any UNISON members to vote 
% “dl trade union legislation that has kept the people of this YES in this ballot since Kirklees Council Budget is been cut by 35- 
oe country in bondage for so long. 40% which means 1,700 Job losses including:- 
r 7 1. 300 compulsory redundancies. 
a 2. The reduction of the maximum salary considered in 
redundancy payoffs meaning people on lower grades are 
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Fuck them and their bullshit, the 
resistance is here and it is everywhere. 
Men and women who like you are pissed of 


and doing something. 
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Save Qur 


We are the clerks and the commuters the jobless ) 
and the posties, the ones who speak out, the ones4 


who care, the ones who love.......... And they sole ) DOOF iaie been ripped off. 
are scared of us and scared of you. Bani] p est TESCO g Services 3. Cutting by half the time when people can find jobs on 
redeployment. 


So you want to do something about it? You 


m CARRY-ON UP THE CONGO WEES 


want to join the resistance? Rearguard poorest j using benefit Huddersfield ile top directors have been paid off with big hand outs of 
; wil udderstie! Meanwhile top have paid off with big outs 0: 
If you have read this leaflet and agree, you Action and it into smaller and more ah py many of the A over £140,000. One Assistant Director on leaving the Council was 
already have. didn’t affect Housing b accommodation, DEMO not only offered a payout based on his full wage but also the help 
Now pass it on. two bed net Will be capped at £08 . of a consultancy firm costing the tax payer £2000 to help him find 
houses? Perties and £400 a week eee "O for Saturday 8™ another job; or re-employ him as a consultant whilst we are reat 
Photocopy this at work, wipe the sleep $ pa ped mee et 
from your eyes. Say hella to strangers, g = is less than the rent fi ; January. 
vandalise corporate property, ome in parts of London pe average working class (see next issue for details) 
TA me other citi 
____ TAKE YOUR DREAMS FOR REALITY Unemployed people fe a 10 r cities, 
P efit ; 
idden oot 12 months from April 201277 POusing 
ay in the budget report 013 under plans |) 


